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398 THE HISPANIC AMERICAN HISTORICAL REVIEW 

THE TEACHING OF HISPANIC AMERICAN HISTORY FROM 
THE PRACTICAL STANDPOINT 

It cannot be too strongly emphasized that a man going to South 
America must have a distinct personality; in other words he must be 
the kind of man who appeals to the people with whom he is doing busi- 
ness. After eleven years' experience in the field, I am convinced that 
the more a person knows of the attendant circumstances, so to speak, 
the better he is prepared for the commercial field in Hispanic America. 
Of course, he must know the line of goods he is representing, but his 
personality can be made very much more effective if he is able to talk 
about the history and customs of the country with the people with 
whom he is dealing. The National City Bank deserves a great deal of 
commendation for encouraging its young men to study in the colleges 
and universities of South America. I believe the aim of educational 
institutions in the United States where courses in Hispanic American 
history are given should be to turn out well-rounded men who by reason 
of their training can take an intelligent interest in the countries where 
they are to reside. One of the greatest secrets of German success in 
Hispanic America has resulted from the fact that many individual Ger- 
man business representatives have joined local historical and scientific 
societies in the various cities of Hispanic America. 

The well-rounded man should study the economic, narrative, and 
diplomatic and political history of Hispanic America, and he should know 
something of the anthropology and archaeology of the various coun- 
tries. One course in the history of Hispanic America is not sufficient 
for the average undergraduate in the American college or university. 
I am convinced that the proper manner of studying the history of His- 
panic America would be to take a series of courses, looking at the field 
from every possible point of view in such a way as to arouse the inter- 
est of the student and make him really enthusiastic about the field he 
is to enter. The best results could be obtained, I believe, if the lectures 
were given by various authorities on the history and commercial con- 
ditions of Hispanic America, and not by one single professor. 

Charles Lyon Chandler, 
Manager Foreign Trade Department, 
Corn Exchange National Bank 
Philadelphia, Penn. 



